
We are very 
excited to have 
been given seats 

for the preview of My 
Fair Lady on 8 October 
and Little Women on 
11 November. You can 

support us by enjoying these two fabulous 
productions. And don’t forget there is a 
discount if you buy for the two shows.  
Seats are limited – book now! See the back 
page of this newsletter for booking details.

Item $ per item  No. required  
over 2 years

Total $  
required

Research Nurse for RHW $65,000 4 $260,000

Junior Scientist $78,000 2 $156,000

Research Assistant $62,000 2 $124,000

Trainee Scientist $60,000 2 $120,000

CO2 laser for RHW Clinic $45,000 1 $45,000

Small Centrifuge Tubes $50 1,000 $50,000

Cervical Cytology Brushes $50 100 $5,000

Cell Culture $25,000 2 $50,000

Special Freezer for Tissue 
Storage $35,000 1 $35,000

Bench Top Centrifuge $15,000 2 $30,000

Consumables $15,000 2 $30,000

Antibodies $350 40 $14,000

Sonicator for Tissue 
Processing $12,500 1 $12,500

Genetic Research Tools $500 20 $10,000

Genetic Research Tools $1,000 10 $10,000

Genetic Research Tools $2,000 5 $10,000

Examination Couch for  
RHW Clinic $10,000 1 $10,000

Scientific Conferences $4,250 2 $8,500

Research Computer $3,500 2 $7,000

Chemicals $2,000 2 $4,000

Enzymes $2,000 2 $4,000

DNA Extraction Kit $1,200 2 $2,400

Automated pipettes $1,000 2 $2,000

Blood Collection Tubes $30 20 $600

TOTAL $1,000,000

Wish List

Executive Director’s  
Update 
I would like to apologise for the lack of 
up-to-date information on our progress 
with GO 4 One Million Dollars. I have 
been recuperating from an operation,  
but am now back with loads of 
enthusiasm for regular updates.

We realise how many worthy causes 
there are seeking your fundraising dollar. 
Those of you who have been affected by, 
or have had loved ones affected by 
ovarian cancer, know how urgent it is  
to find that simple diagnostic blood test. 
Please accept our thanks for your 
continued generous support. 

Please ensure we have your email 
address on file so we can advise you  
of upcoming events.

Carmen Duncan
Executive Director 
GO Research Fund 
August 2008

Research  
Update
Dr. Phillipa O’Brien PhD 
Head Ovarian Cancer Research Project

Our Vision

Most ovarian cancer patients are 
diagnosed with advanced disease 
that has spread from their ovaries 
into the abdominal cavity and 
beyond, largely due to the lack of 
a specific screening test that can 
detect early disease. 

Despite surgery to remove the 
cancer followed by aggressive 
chemo-therapy, sadly the 
prognosis for these women is  
very poor. Our major aim is to 
determine a way to diagnose 
ovarian cancers while confined  
to the ovaries. These early stage 
ovarian cancers are essentially 
curable by surgery, and therefore 
detection at this time would 
dramatically improve the chance 
of survival. 

Together with many other 
researchers around the world,  
for the past few years we have 
been using technology emanating 
from the mapping of the human 
genome to identify which of the 
30,000 human genes contribute  
to the development of ovarian 
cancer. These studies have given 
us much information about the 
overall genetic changes under-
lying the different types of ovarian 
cancer, and may lead to the future 
development of new targeted 
treatments for ovarian cancer. 

However, we still know very little 
about the early stages of ovarian 
cancer, which is critical to the 
design of an early detection test. 
It is in this area that our research 
now lies, focusing on the high 
grade serous ovarian cancers. 
These are the most commonly 
diagnosed type of ovarian cancer, 
with a five-year survival rate of 
only 20%. Unlike many types of 

cancer, such as cancer of the 
cervix, it is thought that these 
cancers do not arise via a slow 
progression from a normal cell 
into a cancerous cell. Cancer of 
the cervix has a pre-malignant 
stage, providing a window of 
opportunity to detect the 
developing cancer, for example, 
using a pap smear to detect early 
signs of cervical cancer. 

Instead, the serous ovarian 
cancers likely arise very rapidly 
without any known pre-malignant 
stage, complicating the study of 
their early stages. We are 
studying ovarian surface cells in 
women that have a strong family 
history of ovarian cancer, as these 
cells likely show some of the 
earliest changes in their DNA 
associated with cancer 
development. In particular, we 
are looking at epigenetic changes 
in the DNA, which are changes 
that do not change the DNA code 
but are chemical modifications to 
DNA that affect which genes are 
turned on and turned off in a cell. 
Epigenetic changes are common 
in cancer, and occur very early in 
cancer development. Moreover, 
we and others have shown that 
epigenetic changes can be 
detected in the blood of women 
with ovarian cancer, including 
when the cancer is still confined 
to the ovary. 

Our current research is focused 
on specifically identifying which 
genes these epigenetic changes 
affect. We then hope to use this 
information to design a blood-
based diagnostic test that can be 
used to detect women with 
ovarian cancer, including those 
with early stage curable disease.

To find a simple blood test  
that will allow all women to  
be screened for ovarian cancer  
and diagnosed while the  
disease is in its early stages.

Contact details
	 web	 www.gofund.com.au
	 phone	 02 9382 6273
	 fax	 02 9382 6310 
	 email	 gofund@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au
	 post	 PO Box 1045  
		  Randwick NSW 2031
	address	 Royal Hospital for Women 
		  Barker Street 
		  Randwick NSW 2031
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The greatest gift you can give is the gift of life.

Title________ First Name___________________________________________  Surname __________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________ Suburb_______________________________ State___________ Postcode_____

Telephone (h)______________________________ (w)______________________________________  Mobile________________________________________

Email address_____________________________________________________ My personal reason for donating: ______________________________________

  $_____________________

  Cheque/Money order attached OR Please charge my 

Mastercard         Visa         Amex 

Card No                           

Name of Card Holder_ __________________________________________

Expiry Date: _____  / _____    Signature ___________________________

This gift is made:   �   As a general donation 

  In honour of 

  In memory of

Name������������������������������������������

On the special occasion of (e.g. birthday, anniversary) 

����������������������������������������������

Ongoing 
support:
Please charge 
$___________
monthly to 
my credit card 
until I advise 
otherwise.

Please return to: GO Research Fund, PO Box 1045, Randwick NSW 2031.� ABN: 670 6298 6109  
Thank you. A tax-deductible receipt will be forwarded to you.

Welcome Jackie Kadar
We would like welcome into our GO Research Fund family  
Jackie Kadar. Jackie is our new Fundraising Manager, and  
we would like to thank her for her support, dedication and 
enthusiasm. Together we hope to make a difference. 

Jackie joined the team in February this year. She brings  
with her many years of experience in the fundraising industry 
across a variety of communal organisations.

Our challenge: to raise one million pledged 
dollars over a two year period and to ensure 

that our vision is realised.
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Jackie Kadar (left) pictured with Lyndie Hemery

Please help our 
flower grow...
Our GO 4 One Million Dollars campaign 
is coming into its third month and we offer 
our donors an update on our progress.

As we have chosen the hot pink gerbera as part 
of our logo, we have decided to monitor our 
donations with building the petals onto a 
stylised version of that flower (sort of like a 
thermometer, only more feminine!). Each petal 
represents $100,000. We will need ten petals to 
reach our goal. Why ten? Well, one woman dies 
from ovarian cancer every ten hours.

This is our 
progress to date

We are delighted to  
be a quarter of the 
way there, which 
means we have two 
and a half petals and, 
while on target, we 
still have lots more 
equipment that is 
needed, and a long 
way to go. 

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
all those who have already contributed.

Kells the Lawyers held  
an amazing lunch to raise 
money for GO Research 
Fund on Wednesday,  
23 July. 

It was not only the hard work and 
dedication from the staff to the 
CEO Stephen Johnston, Senior 
Partner Peter Chodat, Marketing 

Manager Kyrn 
Stevens and  
of course the 
incredible Chris 
Fasoulas and all 
her team, but 
the sensational 
venue, right on 
the beach, with 
delicious food 
and fabulous 
prizes, which 

delivered an absolutely 
overwhelming response from  
the women of Wollongong. 

The total collected so far is 
$40,000 and still climbing!  
We are also extremely grateful  
to the wonderfully generous 
sponsors who helped make it  
the ‘jewel in our crown’ for this 
year’s GO Research fundraiser. 
Congratulations and thanks to 
Kells and all involved.

PS. We especially loved Chris’ 
bright pink GO Research  
Fund shirt and CEO Stephen 
Johnston’s matching tie (left). 
Also a thanks to Paula Duncan, 
in her capacity as Ambassador  
for the Royal Hospital for 
Women, for coming to support 
her sister.

Kells the Lawyers 
Luncheon

Above: Dr Pip 
O’Brien, Head of  
the Ovarian Cancer 
Research Team at the 
Garvan Institute, 
spoke at both the  
GO 4 One Million 
Dollar Launch and  
at the Kells Luncheon 
(see update on  
page 2).

The  
Artists’ Walk
Unlocking the artistic 
secrets of Kings Cross

Wednesday & Saturdays
2.00pm – 4.00pm

El Alamein Fountain,
Kings Cross

$40 per person/$200 season pass
Bookings essential

Contact: 1300 665 365 
Email: bookings@bouncetours.com 

Web: www.bouncetours.com

Supporting

Above (from left): 
Kyrn Stevens and Chris Fasoulas, with Paula Duncan, 
who travelled down from Sydney to attend.
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